
UNIVERSITY OF AGRICULTURAL SCIENCES, DHARWAD
ICAR - NAHEP - IDP National Webinar on

Solid waste management includes the activities and actions required to manage waste from its generation to its final disposal. 
This includes the collection, transport, treatment and disposal of waste, together with monitoring and regulation of the waste 
management process. The sources of solid waste include residential, commercial, institutional, and industrial activities. 
Certain types of wastes that cause immediate danger to exposed individuals or environments are classified as hazardous. All 
non-hazardous solid waste from a community that requires collection and transport to a processing or disposal site is called 
refuse or municipal solid waste (MSW). Refuse includes garbage and rubbish. Garbage is mostly decomposable food waste; 
rubbish is mostly dry material such as glass, paper, cloth, or wood. Garbage is highly decomposable, whereas rubbish is not. 
Trash is rubbish that includes bulky items such as old refrigerators, couches, or large tree stumps. Trash requires special 
collection and handling.  Many communities now conduct source separation and recycling programs, in which home owners 
and businesses separate recyclable materials from garbage and place them in separate containers for collection. In addition, 
some communities have drop-off centers where residents can bring recyclables.
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